
Young Journalists for Democracy Seminar by SCI Germany and HUJ Armenia

In a significant step toward nurturing young journalists and promoting democratic values, SCI Germany and HUJ Armenia

recently organized an enlightening seminar titled Young Journalists for Democracy. This event brought together aspiring

journalists, media professionals, and educators in Yerevan, Armenia, to discuss the vital role of media in strengthening

democratic principles. The seminar, lasting for several days, created a platform for dialogue, skill-building, and cross-cultural

exchange, aiming to empower young journalists to become active proponents of democracy in their respective societies.

The Organizers and Their Mission

SCI (Service Civil International) Germany and HUJ (Harmonious Universe Journalists) Armenia are two organizations with a

strong commitment to peace, international cooperation, and democratic empowerment. SCI Germany, a branch of the

global network, focuses on intercultural exchange, volunteering, and social activism, while HUJ Armenia specializes in

fostering media literacy and empowering Armenian youth in journalism. Their collaborative mission through this seminar was

to provide a shared space where young people could explore the connections between journalism and democracy, as well as

cultivate the skills required to promote freedom of expression and transparency.

Seminar Objectives and Themes

The primary objective of the Young Journalists for Democracy seminar was to equip young journalists with essential skills to

report objectively, ethically, and responsibly. Through engaging lectures, workshops, and panel discussions, the participants

delved into various facets of journalism that impact democratic societies. The event's key themes included the role of media

in democracy, journalism ethics, combating misinformation, and the challenges faced by journalists in oppressive

environments. In addition, the seminar underscored the value of media as a watchdog that holds institutions accountable and

encourages civic engagement.

The seminar also focused on practical skills necessary for young journalists, such as investigative journalism, interviewing

techniques, and multimedia reporting. Furthermore, it fostered an environment where young journalists from different

backgrounds could connect, share experiences, and discuss the similarities and differences in the media landscapes of their

respective countries.

Program Highlights

1. Opening Session: The Role of Media in Democracy

The seminar kicked off with a powerful keynote address on The Role of Media in Democracy, highlighting the historical and

contemporary functions of journalism in promoting transparency and accountability. Experts from SCI Germany and HUJ

Armenia spoke about the importance of free press in democratic societies and how young journalists can act as catalysts for

positive change. This opening session set the tone for the seminar, emphasizing that journalists are not merely observers but

active participants in democratic discourse.

2. Journalism Ethics and Accountability

One of the essential themes discussed was journalism ethics and the responsibility journalists have towards their audiences. In

this session, seasoned journalists and media professionals discussed ethical dilemmas that arise in reporting, from handling

sensitive information to respecting the privacy of individuals. They shared real-life case studies that illustrated the

consequences of ethical breaches in journalism, helping young journalists understand the importance of maintaining integrity,

especially when reporting on sensitive or controversial topics.

This session also highlighted the challenges that journalists face in adhering to ethical standards, especially in regions where

press freedom is restricted. The facilitators encouraged the participants to prioritize truthfulness, impartiality, and public

interest over sensationalism, recognizing that ethical journalism is the backbone of democratic societies.

3. Combating Misinformation and Fake News

In today’s digital age, misinformation and fake news have become significant threats to democratic societies. The seminar

included an interactive workshop on recognizing and combating misinformation. Participants learned about fact-checking

tools, strategies to identify unreliable sources, and techniques to counteract false information in their reporting.

This session also addressed the impact of social media on news consumption and how platforms can contribute to the spread

of misinformation. By equipping young journalists with skills to verify sources and debunk false claims, the seminar aimed to

enable them to play a proactive role in providing accurate information and strengthening democratic values.

4. Journalism in Challenging Environments

Reporting under restrictive regimes or in conflict zones presents unique challenges for journalists. In this session, veteran

journalists who have covered conflict zones shared their experiences and offered practical advice on staying safe, navigating

censorship, and reporting objectively in difficult circumstances. This discussion was particularly inspiring for participants from

regions where press freedom is limited, as it underscored the importance of courage, resilience, and dedication to truth.

Panelists also discussed the importance of building networks of support among journalists and how international

organizations like SCI and HUJ can provide resources and protection to journalists working in challenging environments.

“YOUNG JOURNALISTS FOR DEMOCRACY”
THE SEMINAR-TRAINING IS IN PROGRESS

The article is published by “Azg” newspaper on 09/12/2022



5. Developing Multimedia Skills for Modern Journalism
With digital media becoming the primary news source for many, the seminar included a series of workshops focused on
multimedia journalism. Participants were trained in photography, videography, podcasting, and social media strategies,
gaining hands-on experience with tools used in modern reporting. Facilitators encouraged the use of diverse media formats
to engage wider audiences and make complex stories more accessible.
This multimedia focus aimed to help young journalists expand their skill sets, enabling them to share stories across multiple
platforms and reach audiences that might not engage with traditional media formats. By mastering these skills, participants
are better prepared to meet the demands of digital-age journalism and contribute to democratic dialogue.
6. Networking and Cross-Cultural Exchange
One of the seminar’s unique aspects was its emphasis on cross-cultural exchange. Participants from Germany, Armenia, and
other countries had the opportunity to connect, share insights, and discuss the differences in their media landscapes. This
cross-cultural interaction fostered a deeper understanding of the challenges and opportunities in journalism across borders,
helping participants to build a global perspective on democracy and media.
By promoting dialogue among young journalists from diverse backgrounds, the seminar strengthened bonds between future
media leaders and encouraged a spirit of international solidarity. Many participants remarked that these connections were
invaluable for future collaborations and for building a supportive network of like-minded professionals.
Impact and Future Prospects
The Young Journalists for Democracy seminar made a significant impact on the participants, equipping them with practical
skills, ethical frameworks, and a supportive network that will aid them in their careers. Many of the young journalists expressed
a renewed commitment to reporting the truth, holding power accountable, and using their platforms to inspire civic
engagement in their communities.
In the closing session, organizers from SCI Germany and HUJ Armenia reiterated their commitment to supporting young
journalists and announced plans for similar events in the future. They encouraged participants to continue their work in
promoting democratic values and underscored the importance of youth involvement in the media industry. The organizers
hope that the connections made and the knowledge gained during this seminar will contribute to the growth of a responsible,
well-informed, and resilient media landscape in Europe and beyond.
Conclusion
The Young Journalists for Democracy seminar served as a beacon of hope for aspiring journalists, reminding them of the
power of media in shaping societies and upholding democratic values. Through its diverse sessions and cross-cultural
exchanges, the seminar empowered young journalists to approach their work with integrity, resilience, and a commitment to
truth. In an era where misinformation is rampant and press freedom is increasingly under threat, initiatives like this seminar
play a critical role in supporting the next generation of media professionals who are passionate about democracy, freedom,
and social justice.
This seminar by SCI Germany and HUJ Armenia was not merely an educational experience but a call to action. The
participants left inspired, equipped, and ready to make a difference, carrying forward the torch of democracy in their
respective communities.


